
Hard working yet fun loving 
describes the Seger Family of Sugar 
Creek.

In 1947, Roy and Esther Seger 
bought property “in the County,” 
so they could settle down, build 
a home and send their first son, 
Delmar, to school. 

At the same time, Roy started 
Seger Custom Tractor Service. He 
started that business to meet the 
need of other homeowners who 
wanted gardens tilled and landscap-
ing work done.

Prior to that, Roy had worked 
across the country since 1935 on 
the repair gang with the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad. He continued work-
ing with the railroad until 1974 
and operated Seger Custom Tractor 
Service till 1986. 

One of the landscaping projects 
Roy worked on in the 1950s was 
creating nine holes at Rockwood 

Country Club.
Eventually two more sons, Gary 

and Dennis, were added to the fam-
ily as Roy continued to build their 

home. The family lived in the base-
ment for 10 years while the home 
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Pictured (from left): Dennis Seger, Delmar Seger and Gary Seger

To our Sugar Creek Slavic Festival friends,
 I am sad to announce that after 34 years, the 2020 

Sugar Creek Slavic Festival will be canceled. The deci-
sion to cancel the 2020 Slavic Festival is due to guide-
lines and restrictions from the Jackson County 
Health Department on large events because of 
health concerns and also the recommenda-
tion of the City. We have all seen our lives 
change drastically this year. Life for all of 
us is different and more than likely forever 
changed. We are faced with the fact that 
wonderful events like the Slavic Festival that 
have always been an annual tradition in our 
life aren’t there for us now.

Thanks all the sponsors, City of Sugar Creek, our civic 
organizations, volunteers and entertainers who have 
been dedicated to helping out over the past 34 years to 
make the Festival a great event to showcase our City.

 In 1985, many of our parents started the Festival 
and have since passed on their knowledge and volun-
teer ethic to the next generation. To keep the Festival 
going we are in need of more volunteers to step 

up and help out with fresh ideas and assist 
in the event preparation which takes place 

month’s before the Festival each year. You 
can sign up to volunteer on our website 
slavicfest.com and be sure to follow us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com./
SugarCreekSlavicFestival.

 My hope is for continued good health 
to all of you (Na zdravje). I also pray that 

together we will all become stronger because of 
this and be able to return for Slavic Festival 2021.

In the meantime remember we are #onebigfamily.
–– Debbie Ray

Sugar Creek Slavic Festival Chairperson

Sugar Creek’s Annual Slavic Fest Canceled

Seger Family: A History Of Hard Work, Fun



FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 06/22/2020
Council Chambers and ZOOM

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. with 
the Mayor asking for a moment of silence 
for the wife of Mr. Jeff Shawhan. 

• The Pledge of Allegiance was fol-
lowed by the Mayor welcoming everyone 
back to a live meeting as well as all of 
those watching from home on ZOOM. The 
Mayor reminded those at home that the 
CHAT box could be used for questions 
and also reminded those gathered in the 
Chamber to not talk out of turn as it was 
hard for the people at home to understand 
and hard for the transcriber to know who 
was talking.

• A quorum was established and the 
Consent Agenda was passed unanimously. 
The Mayor then asked for a motion to 
install Alderman Chris Steffen as the next 
Mayor Pro-Tem. The motion was made 
and seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.

• Four bills were brought before the 
Board for consideration. All passed unani-
mously.

1) Ordinance #4343 approved Kimminau 
Floors to refinish the gym floors.

2) Ordinance #4344 approved Sullivan 
Commercial Painting to paint the interior 
of the Gym.

3) Ordinance #4345 approved Revize 
LLC to provide website upgrades for the 
City website.

4) Ordinance #4346 approved the band 
Blue Moon Trio to play at the 6/26 Friday 
Night in Concert in the parks.

• Resolution #02-20 was passed unani-
mously. This resolution allows Williamson 
Construction to bring their construction to 
the new Dollar Tree store location for up 
to 45 days.

• The Mayor reported Ms. Helen Rozgay 
called Monday afternoon to compliment 
three city employees. Ms. Rozgay wanted 
to mention how helpful and understand-
ing Mr. Ben Hedrick was when she asked 
him to help out with a water challenge. 
Ms. Rozgay wanted everyone to know 
how helpful, sweet and understanding 
Fireman Nathan Bunce and Fireman Jason 
Rivera were when they responded to her 
house for assistance. After spending more 
than an hour with her, making sure she 
was stable and settled in, she was over-
whelmed when they returned the next day 
to check on her. Ms. Rozgay thinks we 
have some of the finest employees on the 

planet. 
• The Mayor reported most of what he 

had been doing daily could be found in 
the daily This Week in the Creek. Many 
conference calls and ZOOM conferences 
had occurred the past four weeks but now 
all have been cancelled. These calls were 
great opportuni-
ties for every-
one to find out 
what was being 
done and how to do 
it better or safer.

• Alderman 
Steffen asked 
about a resident 
complaint. Chief 
Soule said 
between the 
Police Department and 
the Building Department, 
he thought something 
could be worked out. 
Otherwise, the challenge 
becomes a civil matter with the only rem-
edy being court.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked Mr. Layton 
about an answer to a sewer connection 
challenge in Second Ward. Mr. Layton 
assured the Alderman that it was being 
looked into and if the city could do any-
thing, it would. The Alderman then asked 
Mrs. McGhee where we were on revenues 
and expenses. Mrs. McGhee said that 
there were still quite a few delinquent 
utility bills. When utility bills go out, the 
residents that pay create a positive bal-
ance in the Sewer Fund, but then we 
have to pay Independence for the water 
the City uses and the Sewer Fund goes 
down. Overall, we are doing ok. Alderman 
Sagehorn asked if Ms. Linda Williams had 
ever been appointed to the Parks & Rec 
Board. He would like to do that during 
the Old Business section of the Meeting. 
The Alderman wanted to know where 
we were with BP. The Mayor stated that 
BP had sent an email promoting their 
First Responder gas discount program. I 
responded to Mr. Rybarczyk’s email about 
two weeks ago but have not received a 
response yet. 

• City Administrator Casey reported he 
had obtained two bids to put rock wain-
scoting around the Mike Onka Pavilion 
columns. The Aldermen voted to accept 
the low bid. Mr. Casey wanted everyone 
to know that the annual Red Bag Day 

was still going to be held in 2020 but in 
November rather than in December due 
to the coronavirus. The original bid from 
KC Structural Steel was for a not to exceed 
price of $7500 but when the invoice came, 
Mr. Casey was pleased to report that 
the amount was $6135. Lastly, the City 

Administrator wanted everyone 
present to know that there would 
be a retirement lunch on June 26 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for 

Mr. Loving. 
• Chief Soule 

explained to the 
Board a Reserve 
Officer had 
been offered a 

full-time position 
due to a trainee 
not making it. 

This Reserve 
Officer comes 
with many 

years of expe-
rience and has 

already been trained on many of the Sugar 
Creek Police systems and procedures. The 
Chief asked for approval to spend $2700 
for 10 AXON body camera activation 
devices. These devices, which respond to 
a bluetooth signal, automatically switch 
on the officer’s body camera when the 
vehicle’s police lights are activated. The 
officer’s camera stays on until it is manu-
ally turned off. There are gun holster acti-
vated switches which are more expensive 
and less dependable. The Chief explained 
that there is only online training going 
on at the moment. The coronavirus shut 
down in person training but many funds 
were redirected to pay for Covid expenses 
rather than Police training classes. Chief 
Soule said we are finally getting PPE items 
to the point that we will have our own 
stock pile soon.

• Mr. Loving informed the Board that 
the Planning and Zoning Commission was 
one member short and the BZA, Board of 
Zoning Adjustment was also one member 
short.

• Chief Soule and Mr. Loving together 
announced that a 2-ton compressor was 
incorrectly installed 10 years ago. The sys-
tem was designed for a 3.5-ton compres-
sor so the smaller unit has had to work 
overtime for 10 years. The Aldermen said 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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Fire Department
FIRESIDE CHAT– The Sugar Creek Fire Department was over-

whelmed by the support shown by our citizens in the passing of the 
proposed 1/2 cent sales tax for Capital Improvements.

As the Department nears its 100th year anniversary in 2024, it’s 
important to remember that the department, equipment and appara-
tus used for emergency response belong to the community it serves. 

The tax generated will allow the department to continue serving 
the residents, both professionally and promptly, while ushering in 
the needed advancements to keep pace with our growing city and it’s 
Emergency Service needs.

As you’ve hopefully seen over the last few months (please see per-
vious articles if not), the department has laid out some very exciting, 
yet essential budgetary items that will be making their way to service 
our city in the near future.

As a department, we would like thank you for allowing and trusting 
our firefighters to serve this community with integrity and profession-
alism. We look forward to sharing our progress in this endeavor in 
both the Sweet Talk Fireside Chats and on our social media accounts. 

Please follow us on Facebook at Sugar Creek Mo Fire Department or 
on Twitter at @SugarCreeekFD. Stay safe...

–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
CAR SHOW– With regret, the City has made the decision to cancel 

the August 28, 2020 Car Show. Following the guidelines that Jackson 
County has provided, we will follow those directions. With the suc-
cess of last year’s event, the total number of people in attendance 
would be over the limit set forth. Watch for more information for pos-
sibly a Spring and Summer Car Show.

WASTE CONTAINER REMINDER– City Ordinance Chapter 14, 
Sec 14-25 Prohibited practices; To place or permit to be placed any 
solid waste container in a place where it can be seen from the public 
right-of-way, except when it is set out for pickup, but in such case no 
sooner than sunset on the day before pickup and no later than sunrise 
on the day after pickup. 

GLASS RECYCLING– The glass recycling container has moved to 
the old gymnasium parking lot at 11232 Chicago.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE– The Regional Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Program provides convenient access to 
proper HHW disposal for all district residents. Sugar Creek is a par-
ticipating community and residents may take HHW products to the 
permanent collection facilities in Kansas City, Missouri, and Lee’s 
Summit at no charge (proof of residency is required). For additional 
information you can visit Mid-America Regional Council web page at 
www.marc.org.

These facilities accept automotive products, antifreeze, batteries, 
fluorescent light bulbs (Tube and CFL), fertilizers, flammables, fuels, 
hazardous cleaners, hazardous liquids, household cleaners, lawn 
and garden products, paint, pesticides, photographic chemicals, pool 
chemicals, solvents, thinners, used oil.

These facilities DO NOT accept explosives, yard waste, commercial 
waste, pressurized gas cylinders, asbestos, tires, appliances.

PLEASE NOTE: Fees can NO LONGER be accepted at the KC facility 
or at mobile events from residents of non-participating communities. 
However, they may still access the Lee’s Summit facility for a fee.

Parks & Recreation
CONCERT IN THE PARK– Come enjoy a concert August 28 from 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Well’s Park.

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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Power outages can occur at any time but are mostly due to 
severe weather. Many times, people call the Police Department to 
report these outages, which has resulted in a new policy put in 
place by Evergy of which citizens need to be aware.

Evergy says that unless it is a public hazard, police dispatchers 
CANNOT report these issues to the emergency outage line and 
they MUST be submitted by the resident. To report your outage 
you can call 1-888-LIGHTKC (1-888-544-4852) and leave a mes-
sage after the automated recording. You may also go online to 
www.evergy.com/outages. This site can also be used to report 
street light outages in your area. 

If there is an emergency involving a power line, such as a trans-
former on fire, a wire arcing or sparking, or a live line down in the 
roadway, or any type of threat to a life from the electricity, you can 
still call the Police Department to report these problems. 

Please keep in mind that our dispatchers do not know the 
schedule or time frame of when power outages will be restored 
by Evergy. If you have any questions feel free to call the Police 
Department at 252-5560 or go online to www.evergy.com to 
become familiar with the outage report process. Do not wait until 
the last minute; make sure your family and home are ready for 
when severe weather strikes.

POWER OUTAGE POLICY CHANGE PATRIOTIC
DISPLAY RESULTS

Congratulations to our first year winners of the VFW Post 
3976 Sugar Creek Patriotic Display Challenge!

RESIDENTIAL 
1st Place ................................................... 11513 Ridge Drive 
2nd Place ................................................. 11202 Putnam 
3rd Place .................................................. 718 Forest 
Honorable Mention................................. 11418 Norledge

BUSINESS 
1st Place ................................................... Sugar Creek Downtown 
2nd Place ................................................. Nena’s Pizza 
3rd Place .................................................. Sugar Inn
Honorable Mention................................. Former Post Office 

We also have participation appreciation certificates for
everyone that decorated. Thanks to all who participated, and 
we look forward to next year’s challenge being even bigger!

–– VFW Sugar Creek Memorial Post 3976 –



was under construction. Roy was able to use 
parts from other homes in the area to build 
his home.

Family legend has it that Esther was laying 
some of the cement blocks in the basement 
of that home while pregnant with one of 
the boys. Later, she would enlist the help 
of other friends and family in the task of 
canning various items – especially if they 
wanted a share of the foods being preserved. 
She was also a quilter. The family was 
always busy.

Then there was the fun.
Roy started restoring and repairing old 

cars. Soon enough it became an interest for 
the boys as well.

Son Gary said Roy started with a 1941 
Chevy that the boys eventually used to haul 
a lawnmower and hand sickle on their mow-
ing gigs around town. He said his father 
worked on a number of Model A Fords and a 

1935 Plymouth convertible, as well. Brother 
Dennis worked on building a number of 
autos from scratch. Gary had worked on 
a 1970 Oldsmobile Cutlass, a 1967 GTO, a 
1974 Camaro and now has a 2012 Corvette.

That interest in old cars eventually led to 
their involvement in the Shriners car club 
and motor corps. That of course led to their 
being in several parades for many years – as 
many as 15 or 16 parades a season. The 
parade appearances have come to a screech-
ing halt in these days of COVID-19, though 
they did participate in a parade in Toronto, 
Kan., recently.

They have also coordinated drivers for 
Meccum Auto Auctions when they are in 
Kansas City.

Since the writing of this human interest 
story, we are saddened by the loss of Delmar 
Seger. The City of Sugar Creek expresses our 
sincere condolences to the Seger family.

4

FROM MAYOR MIKE 
LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2

to get a total cost and report back.
• Mrs. McGhee reported delinquent penal-

ties had been reinstated as of June 19. Shut 
off notices will go out in July. Mrs. McGhee 
reminded everyone the budget was coming 
up.

• Chief Richardson announced the C-shift 
crew would begin performing rental inspec-
tions soon. There are a few questions and 
a few bugs to work out of the system, but 
it was felt that most of these challenges 
could be worked out as we go along. Chief 
Richardson asked for the Mayor to approve 
his being able to take home the Fire 
Command Vehicle in much the same way 
that Police get to take home a City vehicle 
as they are “on call” even when they are at 
home. The Mayor asked the Aldermen for 
each of their opinions; two said no, one said 
yes, one abstained. The Mayor will take this 
under advisement and have an answer later.

• Mr. Sparks reported the tentative disc 
golf course design had just been emailed to 
him during the meeting. The designer and 
Mr. Sparks will walk through the proposal 
this weekend to determine the feasibility of 
the design. 

• In business from the floor, Aldermen 
Sagehorn asked for a motion to appoint 
Ms. Linda Williams to the Parks & Rec 
Committee. In a voice vote, the Aldermen 
approved unanimously.

• Seeing no further business from the 
floor, the Aldermen voted to move into 
closed session. In closed session, two per-
sonnel matters were discussed and one mat-
ter of litigation was discussed.

• The Aldermen voted to move out of 
closed session, and then voted to adjourn at 
8:08 p.m.

Summer time is pool time! 
And pool time is fun time!  If you are fortunate enough to have a pool

for this summer, enjoy it to the ultimate!  There can also be many
hazards associated with swimming pools. For the safety of your

family and guests, before making a pool purchase, or getting your pool
ready for the season, please stop by Sugar Creek City Hall to pick up

your copy of pool and fencing regulations and your pool permit. All swimming 
pools over 24 inches in depth require an annual pool permit.

FAMILY DEFINED BY BOTH HARD WORK AND FUN
n continued from page 1

BE SURE TO REMEMBER...
TALL WEEDS ARE VIOLATION

Please keep in mind that the City does have an ordinance against tall grass
and weeds. The City’s Code of Ordinance, Article II, Section 15-17, Paragraph 3 
states, “The growth or maintenance of weeds generally of a height in excess 

of twelve (12) inches.” If your yard has weeds or grass taller than 12 inches, the 
Police Department will post a letter in the yard and send letters in the
mail to inform you of the violation. If the weeds are not cut within the

allotted timeframe, then the City will send out a mower and a lien will be put 
on the property for the amount of mowing plus processing fees.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Shawhan Will Be Missed

Shannon Shawhan, 50, of Sugar Creek, MO passed away at 
her home June 12, 2020, surrounded by her family.

Shannon was born November 25, 1969, 
in Atalanta, GA to James and Claudia 
(Chochran) Nash. She was a member of St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church. Shannon enjoyed 
traveling, working in the yard and her flower 
garden, shopping, ice skating and camping. 
She especially enjoyed spending time with 

her family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her father, James Nash.
Shannon is survived by her husband, children, grandchil-

dren, mother and sister.

Life of Gooch Remembered
Glenda Marlene Gooch, 63, of Independence, MO, passed 

away Sunday, June 21, 2020 at her home surrounded by her 
family. She had been battling ovarian cancer 
for 3 years.

Glenda was born on July 25, 1956 in 
Sugar Creek, MO, to Robert G. and Reta 
M. (Kennon) Badder. She graduated from 
William Chrisman High School in 1974. 
Glenda had a passion for teaching and 

excelled in teaching children to read. She double majored and 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Education from the University of 
Central Missouri. In addition, Glenda earned a Master’s degree 
in Reading from the University of Missouri Kansas City. She was 
Teacher of the Year for Thomas Hart Benton, where she taught 
for 20 years before retiring.

Glenda was preceded in death by her parents.
She is survived by her husband, son, daughter, sister, grand-

daughters, as well as nephews, nieces, and cousins.

Life of Smith Remembered
Herbert Melvin Smith Jr., 83, of Sugar Creek passed away 

June 30, 2020 at his home.
Mr. Smith was born May 27, 1937 in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Herbert was the first-born son to Louise 
(Nauss) and Herbert Melvin Smith Sr. He 
grew up in the Kansas City area graduating 
from Parkville High School. Immediately fol-
lowing he joined the Air Force. He received 
a degree in business. He was employed at 
many transportation freights lines, retiring 

from Yellow Freight after 14 years. Even into his 80’s he was still 
riding his bicycle throughout the city and mowing his own yard. 
He always made time for family and friends. His grandchildren 
were the joy of his life!

He was preceded in death by his parents, a brother, two 
nieces, and many aunts and uncles.

He is survived by his sons, grandchildren, sisters, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. He stayed good friends with his 
former wife.

 At the library...
AUGUST 2020

The library remains 
closed, but patrons can 

still reserve books and 
other library materials and pick 

them up in the library lobby Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Prize books and drinking 
vessels can also be picked up in the 
same location during this time frame.

Library patrons of all ages can still 
register and participate in the annual 
Summer Reading Program. To sign 
up, or for more information, vist the 
library website, www.kclibrary.org.  

The City of Sugar Creek, MO is accepting applications for the 
position of City Clerk. The City of Sugar Creek is a fourth class city 
with an elected mayor and four aldermen. 

Applicants must have a high school diploma and a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration, public administration or finance 
related field. A minumum of four years of work experience in 
related field, of records management, budget preparation and must 
be profiecint in microsoft office software. 

The City Clerk provides public affairs assistance to the mayor, 
city council and city administraor. The City Clerk’s office is 
charged with management of documents pertaining to mayor, 
Board of Aldermen and other administrative decisions. The City 
Clerk interacts daily with the citizens. This position directs munici-
pal elections and coordinates public affairs, events and meetings. 
The City Clerk works as a vital member of the management team. 
The selected applicant will be organized, attentative, ethical, 
detailed oriented and one who is highly accountable to the public 
that we serve. 

The City Clerk prepares and attends all regular meetings and 
any special meetings of the Board of Aldermen. The City Clerk 
oversees and performs an accuarate recording of the proceedings 
and the prepartion of ordinances and minutes. Responsible for all 
record keeping of the city. Responsible for preparing the monthly 
city newsletter.

Accepting applications through August 21, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. A 
City of Sugar Creek employment application is required and can 
be found at www.sugar-creek.mo.us. Please submit resume and 
application to Human Resources at Sugar Creek City Hall 103 S. 
Sterling, Sugar Creek, Mo 64054.

The City of Sugar Creek is an EOE.

JOB OPENING - CITY CLERK

LIKE US!  facebook.com/SugarCreekMO
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